- Architecting the Custom Print Brief

A Buyer's Field Guide for Custom Large-Format Paper Posters (SKU: ZPCCPO0005).
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- Translating digital concepts into precise physical displays for retail, events, and branded environments.
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A flawless screen preview does not guarantee physical perfurmance.

@ A design that looks convincing on a monitor can W& _._ |
. easily fail in print. Cropped information, | .l is writing a precise display brief before production
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The solution is not hoping for the best. The solution

begins: defining the physical environment, reviewing
artwork at scale, confirming the exact materials, and
agreeing on measurable inspection criteria.

. distracting reflections, or damaged edges can ruin

an otherwise attractive layout.
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Defining the Product Boundary:

/ZPCCPOO05

A photograph showing a framed
or mounted display does not
establish that thos

those components are included.
Lamination, rigid backing
boards, frames, and installa-
otation accesssories are
entirely separate constructions
requiring explicit, individual
quotation.

The provisional reference
ZPCCPOO05 describes a custom
printed, large-format paper
product. It is a flexible
printed sheet.
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The Six Pillars of the Display Brief

Use these exact fields to compare equivalent proposals. Do not rely on third-party
examples for unit weight, production capacity, or certifications.

Paper
Stock name, weight (gsm),
and surface finish.

‘_l Dimensions
Width x height in inches;

specify portrait/landscape.
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Finishing |
Total pieces and exact Unfinished paper vs. explicit
quantity per artwork design. lamination/mounting requests.
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I—11  Schedule 1-.."(.' (. Performance i
1 b Requ_ir.ed arriyal t;:late and T :( @ Equsure. handling: and dis.play i I
I i '-@ specific destination. /) requirements (requires testing). 4
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The Viewing Distance & Format Matrix

Measure the intended holder—not its advertised size—and determine whether the audience will read details closely
or glance while moving past. Common market formats are planning references, not a guaranteed menu for this SKU.
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_ : Noticeboards & Priority: Small text
- AL AR g close-reading i & clear hierarchy.
l'+_ y .
Priority: Balance
Format: 18 x 24 in iy between headline,
= ‘ ey \ image, and details.
il J' I 1l Priority: | lit
| riority: Image quality
Format: 24 x36in ¢ Iélargt.]ai::;::tnmu o—»| | & across-room
= e readability.
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Scaling Up Does Not Fix Weak Hierarchy '

A useful layout check isolates the headline, focal image, and intended action. If details
compete for attention, simplify the design before increasing the physical size.

{:ﬁ | The Hierarchy Filter}
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[ Resolution Guidelines: Industry research recommends targeting 300 PPI at final size for close-viewed artwork. Larger displays ]

. viewed from afar may permit lower resolution after a visual review. Always evaluate the actual image at the intended output size.
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Surface Selection: Managing Light Interaction

Surface choice dictates how lighting interacts with your artwork. Base your selection on display
priority, not just aesthetic preference. Availability is subject to quotation.

Glare vs. Legibility Spectrum
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Matte

Maximizes readability for text/
graphics under strong indoor lighting.
Verify preferred color appearance.

/2

Satin / Semi-Gloss

The middle ground. Balances
a slight sheen with legibility.

F

Gloss

Vibrant for image-led displays
where reflections and glare at the
viewing angle are manageable.
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Paper Weight Alone is Not a Construction

Do not assume ordinary paper is waterproof, archival, or suitable for prolonged outdoor
exposure based on marketing words like "premium” or “heavyweight.”

Flexible

|5 = text-weight with lamination
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Industry Distinctions: Compliance Note:
Flexible text-weight papers behave differently Children’s promotional use requires
than firm cover stocks. Coatings, laminates, application-specific review under CPSC guidance.
and mounting are entirely separate choices. A classroom application does not establish an

L Request physical material samples. bt automatic safety exemption or certification. H
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Translating the Digital File for Print Reality
Prepare the file around the agreed finished size, not a convenient template.
PDF/X (ISO 15930) provides a standardized framework, but does not verify final color.
}KX """"""""""" — >
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: : Bleed Area:
| ¢ Background artwork must
| | extend beyond the cutting
: N8 | boundary.
= Bleed Area: | : |18 =
Background artwork must N : | Fim Line:
logos must remrand beyond | AOVERMN | ¢ | The intended phusical Gut.
the cutting boundary. : : |
| FPESIGR § |
| GEOMTRIC : |
' DRSS [ ]! Safe Area:
: - Essential text and logos
]|y i [ must remain inside this zone.
|/ |
V. =3 | |
‘x’- Artwork Preflight Schematic Xx
A g
| Reference: 40VER4 guidelines suggest 300 DPI, 0.125-inch bleed, and 0.25-inch clearance—but the ]
selected supplier’s specific production template always dictates your exact submission settings.
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Separate Layout Approval from Material Approval
A convincing small preview on a monitor is never sufficient evidence of print sharpness or
color accuracy. Never assume a screen establishes an exact printed color match.
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— The Digital Proof = —pp The Physical Proof 44—
Used to review content, positioning, typography Required when brand colors, dark photographs,
| (check for missing characters or broken lines), subtle artwork, or specific paper feel are critical.
: = orientation, and borders. = Must be produced on the actual proposed stock. ] @
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The Pre-Dispatch Approval Workflow

A documented workflow defines responsibility when artwork, timing, or materials change.
Establish this exact sequence before authorizing production.

1. Confirm 2. Resolve 3. Approve 4. Authorize 5. Inspect 6. Confirm ‘~

Job Spec File Preflight / Proof ARLCE VLY /' Pre-Packing Dispatch  /

/

Record Obtain explicit State if approval  Lock in method Review Record packing
dimensions, stock, answers on covers layout and schedule. appearance method and
finish, quantity, resolution/crop only, or physical (Ask when against criteria. delivery info.
destination. iSsues. color. orders are

non-cancellable].

Buyer Responsibility ‘
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Making Quality Acceptance Measurable

Replace the subjective demand for “good quality” with a mutually agreed
Inspection checklist. These verification steps must be defined prior to sampling.

Measure print and compare border placement
against agreed cutting tolerances.

Compare against physical reference under agreed, ®
specific lighting conditions.

Inspect fine detail, gradients, and solid areas for

Finished Size:

Color Appearance:

| |

Sharpness: unacceptable defects/banding.

. Check material identity against selected sample;
Surface Condition: look for creases/dents. |
Order Accuracy: Verify artwork allocation by design and exact

destination counts.
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Mitigating Transit Vulnerability
An acceptable print easily becomes unusable during transport. Packaging belongs
In your primary specification. Neither rolled nor flat packing suits every order.
The Packing Vulnerability Diagram
® Rolled Packing: Review the protective
tube/box and internal print protection.
® Rolled Packing High risk for creasing. ®

Flat Packing: Review rigid support

Flat Packing and edge protection. High risk for
corner damage.
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Comparing Procurement Service Models
Compare the complete delivered specification, not the lowest advertised single-sheet retail price.
A single price is a false benchmark for multi-design orders requiring proofing and specialized packing.
i L . sk - an =
Local Retail ‘ Specialist Online Commercial Quotes
Best when in-person Best when dimensions Best when artwork
inspection and or specific media quantities, specific
collection are selection require finishing, and protective
immediate priorities. deeper discussion. packing require tightly
coordinated specs.
= - ™ =)\
Verify specific local Verify freight terms, Verify exact scope,
availability, cutoffs, cutting tolerances, and MOQs, and delivered
and material limits. issue resolution paths. cost. 2
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The Complete Delivered Specification

A useful poster order is not a commodity transaction; it is a tightly coordinated architectural agreement.

It connects the message, the exact artwork, the physical material, and the delivery reality into a single,
shared reference point. -

Quote Request Document

__________

Lock in measurable
inspection criteria and
remedy agreements before a
single drop of ink is printed.

Specify the physical Approve the physical Compare equivalent, fully
product and unverified display conditions, not delivered orders inclusive
terms clearly (frames, just a digital layout. of samples, specialized

MOQs, unit weights). packaging, and freight.
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